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Macau Exchange Programme 11th April — 12th April, 2017

In the Easter hohday, 30 students joined the Macau Exchange Programme orgamized by the Englhish Department. We aimmed at enhancing students’ Enghish
proficiency and providing exchange opportumities for them to have English lessons in Pui Ching Middle School Macau, Yuet Wah College and The Affihated School of
Umversity of Macau. We also visited Macau Tourism School. Here are the reflections from students who jomed the tour.

Lee Yuen Ying 3D

When I was sightseeing 1n Macau, people were very nice. Besides, most of the food was
yummy. [ would love to live 1n Macau because there are many beautiful buildings. Students

from the two schools we visited 1n Macau are very mice and I have made many new friends

there.

Chung Hiu Tung, Katrina 3C

I think this trip 15 interesting. We visited different schools and had discussions with the
students there. I think they are very nice and can speak English very well. Also, their learning

atmosphere 1s great in class.

I think the dinner 1s really delicious as there 1s a great variety of food choices and a good

dining environment.

In short, I think this 1s a good trip. If there 1s another trip to Macau in the future, I wall
defimtely join 1t.

Tso1 Tsz Wa 3C

In these two days, we visited many schools such as Pu1 Ching and Yuet Wah. I think the

students were very mice and they spoke English very well. Furthermore, the learming
atmosphere mm Macau 1s better than 1n Hong Kong. They often form groups and sit together
when they have lessons. This helps establish a closer relationship with each other. Also,
students are very proactive and attentive during lessons. They are very brave to speak n
English so that they can improve their English more quickly. Moreover, the food 1n Macau 1s
very yammy, and I think the dinner which we had was truly delicious.

In this trip. I can learn more about the culture 1n Macau and identify the differences
between studying 1n Macau and Hong Kong. I have had a really unforgettable time there and

I hope I can have more chances to visit other places.

Law Cho1 Wa 3C

The learning atmosphere 1 Macau 1s very nice as the teachers employ many strategies to
help student to learn English. The lessons are always lively as the students truly enjoy being
1 class. They try their best to answer all the questions. Also, their campus 15 really large. For
the school we visited. the kindergarten. the primary and the secondary school campus are all
located in the same place! Besides, advanced technology 1s used at schools for the students to
learn more about science and technology. Lastly, if [ have another chance to visit there, I hope

that the trip can last for one week.

Tong Sze Nok 3C

This trip 1s so interesting. Students in Macau can speak English very well and they are
very mice and polite. The learning atmosphere 1s good. Their school campus 1s very big and
they have very good facilities with a high level of technology. I have learnt more about
Macau’s lifestyle. The food 1s very tasty too.

Lam Wai Ching, Jade 4A

We met two Japanese elders 1n a Portuguese restaurant. We spoke some simple Japanese
to them and they said “Cheers!” in Japanese to us. In fact, they knew some English so we
talked with some English and Japanese. We wrote some Kanp and English on a piece of memo
so we could exchange our ideas easily. The language barrier we experienced did not stop us
from sharing happiness together.

Also. I have met some nice people 1n the schools we visited. We talked in Cantonese.
They were willing to take a lot of selfies with me. They told me that they felt quite relaxed at

school and the majority of them could get into umiversity very easily. Their education system

1s gorgeous!
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Kong Lok Yiu, Beth 4A
Students 1n Macau are nice and friendly. The students of Pui1 Ching Middle School really

like their campus because there are so many facilities such as a judo room. Actually, 1ts school
campus 1s huge. I find that most of the school campuses in Macau are bigger than those n

Hong Kong. Also, some of the students i Macau can speak really fluent English.

Wong Sze Man 4C

Thus 1s the third time I visit Macau. I have to say that 1t 1s totally fun to travel around there
and stay at the hotel for one might. It 1s especially a great opportunity for us to meet some new
friends and know more about Macau’s education. The people who we met are so nmice and

these experiences are goimng to be memorable.

Huang Ho Ting 4C

I have met some new friends and known more about the schools in Macau. The food 1s

really delicious.

Lam Chun Hung, Kevin 4C

In this tour, I saw a lot of new things and tried some different food. The most
unforgettable part was the visit to the first school. During the time we were there, we had a
group discussion with the students. Their English was very good, which greatly surprised me.
Also, their school campus 1s big and there are a lot of different classrooms. In short, this tour
was wonderful. ['d love to jomn more other English exchange tours with my friends 1n the

future..

Tung Ka Hin, Michael 4C

Macau Umiversity has introduced the school 1n an interesting manner, so [ can understand
the educational system 1 Macau better. I find that Pu1 Ching 1s a great school with great
facilities.

Lee Chun Sing, Percy 4C

The teachers I met at the school in Macau are nice, and [ could meet some new friends

too. Besides, the food 1s very delicious.

Chan Chin Fung 4D

In the tour, I know more about Macau's education system and the learning atmosphere
there. I think Macau’s education system 1s better than Hong Kong because the learning
dynamics are more imteractive. Students often form groups to engage 1n some discussions.

Also, there are more school facilities comparing with Hong Kong. They have a technology

room to teach STEM to students. These are the things that I like about Macau.

Ng, Anson 4C

People 1n Macau are nice and their English pronunciation 1s very good. The students can
speak better English than many Hong Kong students.

Wong Nok Y, Angus 4D

In Macau, the students are nice and the lessons are relaxing. The school campus 1s also
bigger than Hong Kong. They offer more subjects and electives to students. Studying in Hong
Kong 1s comparatively more stressful. Also, the Students” Unions in Macau 1s impressive

because they are able to hold a variety of activities.

Lam Wing Suet 4C

Schools 1n Macau have bigger classrooms and playground. They also have more
resources for teaching and learning. Their libraries are accessible even to the public. Students
are really nice and they are willing to share with us their daily school life enthusiastically.
Besides, they are active 1n group discussions and always attentive during the lesson.




Lee Tmg Wai, Tiffany 4D

Students 1 Pua Ching Secondary School are all nice and friendly. I have met some new
friends there. The education system m Macau 1s totally different from that of Hong Kong.
They don't have oral lessons. Yet I think the food 1n Hong Kong 1s tastier. Anyway, 1t 1s a good

experience to jomn their lessons.

Lee, Zama 4C

The school campus 1n Macau 1s really big and Macau people are very friendly. Besides,
students have higher chances to get into umversiaty, but the teachers are stricter than those 1n

Hong Kong.

Cheng Fa1 Yam, Melody 4D

I think this exchange tour 1s great because I have met lots of friends. Students from Pua
Ching, Yuet Wah and Macau Umiversity are truly enthusiastic. During the discussion, we
talked a lot about the learning environment 1n Hong Kong and Macau. If they come to Hong
Kong. I will defimtely be their tour guide. I like them so much as they are so nice.

So Pu1 Man, Amy 4C

Thus 1s the first time I visit Macau. In this trip, we went to Pui Ching Middle School and
Yuet Wah College. We learnt English through discussion and walked around the school
campus. During the discussion, I found that the students could speak English fluently.
Besides, they were very active and friendly too. The difference between the education 1n

Hong Kong and Macau 1s that the learning atmosphere 1s a little bit more relaxing in Macau.

About the food, 1t 15 very delicious. I have bought lots of food there.

Chow Wing He1 4D

I am amazed by the advanced technology emploved in the schools m Macau. Macau
students can borrow books by scanning the QR codes of their 1-Readers. In Pui1 Ching, they
even have a 3D-printer to make their own robots! Their standard of English 1s simalar to us so

what we are learming 1s stmilar. Students 1n Macau are friendly and the school campuses are

beautiful.

Schools 1n Macau are similar to those in Hong Kong except for the subject combination.

Students are only allowed to study erther the arts or science stream.
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So Pui Man 4C

Actually, I've been to Macau many times. However, I never had a chance to
communicate with the secondary school students 1n Macau. Luckily, we could pay a visit to
three different secondary schools 1 this tour. For Pui Ching Middle School, the students were
really friendly and easy-going. We became friends very quickly. Apart from Pui Ching
Middle School, we went to Yuet Wah College where we had a reading lesson together.
Afterwards, we also visited Macau University and had an English lesson with the S.3 and S 4
students there. We could experience the learming atmosphere in Macau. I think 1t 1s a

comfortable environment for students to improve their English.

Chong Wing Yan, Amy 4D

In this tour, I find visiting Macau University the most interesting because the learning
atmosphere there 1s so special. When teachers asked students to dictate something. the
students would recite the sentences on the soft whiteboard distributed by the teacher. Also,
during the lesson, the teacher asked each group two questions. The students needed to write
their answers on the whiteboard. Afterwards, they have to put the whiteboard on the

blackboard to present their answers. This 1s so interesting.

Chan Wing Yee 4D

The school campuses in Macau are very large. I think the size of the secondary schools
m Macau 1s sitmilar to the size of the umiversities in Hong Kong. Students there study very
sertously. They always try their best and they are confident to speak English 1n class.

Ng Sze Leong 4D

In this English exchange tour, I have learned and experienced many things despite that
fact that 1t lasted only for two days. I've understood better the differences between the
education system 1n Hong Kong and Macau. In Hong Kong, students have less time for group
discussions 1 English lessons. However, students 1n Macau are given more time to discuss
different 1ssues. Besides, [ think Hong Kong students are too shy to express their ideas n

English, whereas Macau students are very confident to express what they think about.

In short, I think this trip 1s fun. This trip also helps me improve my oral skills a lot.
Moreover, I've met many new friends from Macau. This 1s a very fruitful and memorable

eXperience.
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Teachers and students often deliver enlightening speeches in morning assemblies in school. Below are three speeches delivered in the past few months.

Mr. Chui Chi Hin Jed

Greek Mythology

['ve been talking a lot about the importance of
reading and how to build up a regular reading habat.
Today, I'd like to mtroduce to you how to choose the
right books to read and recommend some great

books to you.

[ totally understand that yvou may not know how
to pick the right books for yourself even 1if you're
totally ready to start reading regularly. In fact, you
may start with choosing a category of books to read.
In English, we call 1t genre.

Genre 1s a particularly type or style of books
that you can recogmize because of 1its special
teatures. Indeed, there are still many genres of books that you can read. Just think about
what interests you most. For example, if you like romantic stories, reading about how
people fall in love and develop an everlasting relationship. then vou should read the genre
of romance novels. However, if you enjoy watching movies like Star Wars, fantasizing
about the thrill of robots fighting with humans, then you really ought to explore the genre
of science fiction. Anyway, google the words “book genre”, B-O-O-K. G-E-N-R-E, and

you can read more about the choices you have.

In the second term, do you still remember that we introduced a lot of different fairy
tales? Actually, 1t 15 also a literary genre. The books we recommended and showcased to
you can all be searched through the genre “fairy tales™. As you can see, there 1s so much
to explore if you truly put effort into looking up a genre. In this final term, we are gomng
to mtroduce a new genre to vou. It 1s “Greek Mythology™.

Greek mythology refers to the myths that belong to the ancient Greeks. The myths are
mainly about their heroes, gods, goddesses and the nature of the world. I know that you
may still be confused about what Greek mythology 1s. In fact, there are quite a lot of TV
programs or movie characters which are based on Greek myths. Take Zeus as an example.
He 1s the king of the gods 1n the Greek myths, and he 1s also the god of Thunder. Try to
recall your memory. Do you recognmize a very muscular man sitting 1 a grand Greek

palace, holding a thunder bolt 1n his hand as a symbol of power and high status?

Let me tell you about the 1mage of another character in Greek mythology. She looks
like a human female with a scary face and a lot of snakes as her hair. If someone looks at
her face, he or she will then be turned to stone. I bet this should ring a bell, right? This
monster s name 15 Medusa. She 1s featured 1 a lot of different TV programs and films. As
a matter of fact, [ was really scared of her when I was a kid because I saw her kill someone
in a cartoon. Anyway, 1t could be really fun to know more about Greek mythology and
read the stories mspired by 1t.

In short, please pay attention to the posters and activities that you’'ll see m the coming
months. We'll introduce to you some Greek myths as well as novels involving Greek gods

and monsters. Stay tuned.

The Goal of Life

Today, I'm here to talk about the goal of life. This topic 1s actually a lot more
complicated than the literal meaning of these four words. To start with, let me ask you thus.
What 1s life? Someone identifies life as the time being a human. Someone might include
reckon afterlife as life as well. Someone might believe 1n the spiritual resurrection of certain
kinds of beings. However, I'm not here to talk about that.

Let me take you through what I want to say 1n a more orgamzed way. That 1s what our
government likes to say the most. Think about your desire. You must want something. no
matter what 1t 1s. Maybe vou want a bag of chips, or a great deep sleep. Perhaps you are
longing to climb the social ladder. I believe some of yvou should understand what ['m saying.
We. humans, are all driven by desire, be 1t a wish or a goal.

Now, think further. What do you want if you have accomplished vour goal? Of course,
it’'s another goal. That’s for sure. Perhaps, vou want to going to the umiversity. Or you may

want to drag Donald Trump and Kim off their seats to eradicate the possibality of the Third
World War.

You may realize 1f you repeat what you ve done a thousand times, vou will finally stop

Mr. Geoff Atcheson

DIY English

DIY. What does it mean? It means... Do It
Yourself.

When people hear about DIY, they usually
think of projects about buwilding things. In
Australia, people build their own barbeques,
construct their own plant greenhouses mn their
gardens and assemble their own outdoor storage
sheds and car garages. Some people even buld
their own houses 1f they have enough time to do 1t!
This type of DIY 1s not so usual in Hong Kong

because there 1s not so much space to do these types

of building projects.

But did you know there 1s another way to DIY? And vou can do 1t anywhere,

mncluding in Hong Kong! It's called DIY English, and I recently met two people who
practice DIY English in different ways.

Firstly, I was taking a taxi one day - one of the famous ‘red ants’ of Hong Kong.
While I was talking to the driver about my destination, I noticed that his English sounded
great, so I asked him how he got so good at English.

He told me that he always listened to old style western pop songs while driving has
‘red ant’ taxi. He said that older pop songs had words that were usually easier to
understand than more modern songs or rap music. Besides, he loved the sound of the
music of the older songs! When I asked him 1f he had any music to listen to, he switched
on his CD player and mserted an SD card waith all his favourite tunes on 1t. Then he
started to sing along with the songs. It was very loud, but lots of fun. He was doing DIY
English i a way that he really liked.

The other person I met was a visitor to Lau Wing Sang. He was a teacher from Tibet.
When I was mtroduced to him, we started chatting about his trip and I noticed he was
very good at having a conversation 1n English even though 1t was not his main language.

His vocabulary and his mntonation and expression were great. Of course, I wanted to

know how he had developed such good English speaking skalls.

He told me that whenever he could get a break from his work as a teacher, he would
watch his favourite English language movies and listen to how the actors speak. He had
to histen to the actors very carefully because he had decided he wouldn't show any
subtitles on the bottom of the screen. This meant he had to really concentrate. He usually
needed to watch the movies lots of times to understand all the words of the actors.
However, by using DIY English this way he really learned about the intonation and
expression, as well as mcreasing his English vocabulary, including English 1dioms.

Both of these people discovered their favourite way to DIY English. How about you?
Can you think of a DIY way to improve your English? Audio books? Radio programs?
TV News reports with subuitles? Podcasts about your favourite subject? Graphic novels
or comics? There're lots of fun ways to DIY and improve English. Good luck!

Tsm Kin Lam, Brandon 3D

doing 1t. If you recall what vou did 1n the past. you
might think that some of the ideas vou had were
pretty dumb. However, were they meanmgless?
No. You cannot be who you are today if vyou
experienced something different. This 1s what life
1s all about. We all make mistakes, enjoy success or
lose someone we love at one point or another. All
these make us who we are. Through experience and
making choice, we can gradually understand who
we are and what we want. Therefore, you have to

get your priorities right. Then, you can comprehend

better what your goal 1s!

In short, how to find the goal of life? You may not be able to answer right now. Take a

step forward. Take life in your own hands. Live a life that you want, a life that you desire.
Soon, you 'l identify the goal of your Life.
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