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Who Knew krozen Tastes | My Almighty Robot
Better than Fresh! ‘ Lam Chi Chung, Anthony 3A
Chow Man Hui 1D

If I could have a robot, I would like a high-tech one.
I will insert a super “memory” chip in it so that it can

What i1s my favorite food? It 1s defimitely
pizza. Pizzas are not only delicious but
convenient. People usually order them by
calling Pizza Hut, Pizza Box, and Dominoes, but

memorize everything that I taught it. I also hope that it

comes with an artificial intelligence (Al) program so that
the robot can “learn” new things. When I encounter any problems, such

I only eat pizzas from the supermarkets. Most of them are as with my Mathematics homework, the Al program

frozen but I think it is healthicr than those from the big chain Rl o SRS G SO CE R
I ‘ them for me.

|. E @ @ Of course, the robot should include

some basic housekeeping functions like
being able to do the dishes and clean the

-/\v‘\/—”\/\— house for us. It can also be my companion

Y— when I get bored. If the robot can play

stores.

The first time I tried frozen pizza was when my

mother fell 111 and could not cook for me, so [ went

to the supermarket in search for a good bite.

Then I stumbled upon a frozen
pizza in the discount counter. It
was so easy to cook. I just
had to bake it in the oven and

then I had a great meal!

badminton with me, that will be

¢ 3 great! I would give anything to have
this robot!

Letter to the Editor

Lee Ting Wai, Tiffany 6D

Dear Editor.

In recent years, it is common to come across news reports on Hong Kongers appealing to the government for discounts in renting
public sports facilities and to expand on the provision of such facilities. Hence, one could see that Hong Kongers now pay more |

"‘I. M

attention to their physical health. This is most certainly a good sign. In an attempt to deal with the lack of sports facilities, there is now a suggestion
of schools allowing the public to use their sports amenities after school hours. Is this a good idea? I do cast my doubts on it.

To commence with, students have a larger demand of sports facilities than the public. The most important function of the schools® sports
facilities is to provide an undisturbed space for students to fit exercise into their already hectic timetables during and after school. Regardless if they
are gifted players of basketball or enthusiasts of table tennis, students show a great need for sports amenities in their busy school lives. By
comparison, members of the public like retirees and housewives have more flexible schedules and could wisit other establishments to keep fit,
including parks with jogging tracks. Additionally, playing sports is an effective avenue for students to ease their academic pressure and build up
friendship. Under these considerations, we must ask ourselves: is it reasonable to sacrifice the needs of the students when there are alternative sports
venues available for the public? I think not. Therefore, the public should not take up students’ sports facilities in schools.

In addition, security is another issue that we cannot afford to ignore. If strangers are allowed to enter the campus, they might gain unauthorized
access to classrooms and have the opportunities to be in touch with students and also their belongings. Without proper monitoring mechanisms, [

am afraid that instances of theft or worse, sexual harassment would soar in schools. In an effort to prevent such unfortunate cases from happening,
schools should not allow the public to use their sports facilities for it would seriously undermine the security of the school, the students and their

property.

Last but not least. I could not help but question the effectiveness of the scheme. From what we can expect, the sports venues that schools could
offer are merely a drop in the ocean. Even if schools” sports facilities are open to the public, it does not seem to be able to relief the scarcity of them
in Hong Kong. In terms of equipment, most schools only have two basketball courts and some table tennis tables.

for hours after school? In my opinion, the scheme proves to lack thought in this regard.

» But how many schools could in fact spare such precious space when their own sports teams need them to train
@ To conclude, schools’ sports facilities are designed to meet the needs of the students but not the public’s.

o‘__f;@

More concerns will arise if these facilities are indeed permitted for public use. The root of the problem is the

N ' lack of sports facilities. It is better for the public to appeal to the government for larger sports grounds and
more exercise complexes instead of settling for school facilities at the expense of the students’ interest.
Yours faithfully,

Tiffany Lee
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My Dream Pet Might Not be
What You Would Expect
Po Chun Sing, Bruce I1C

If I could have a pet, I would like to
" havea tiger. Unlike most people, I am not
afraid of these ferocious felines. Instead, I
find them cute, especially their cubs
because they are furry and they are black, orange and white
in color; just like stuffed toys. When I have time, I will
| B _ play ball with it.

Another reason that I

want to keep a tiger as a pet

because when it grows up,
it can protect and save me
from any dangerous
situation. I really
hope that my dream
would come true one

day!

I will be very happy if I can have a robot that helps me

with my homework and my chores. I have so much

homework to do every day and even during the weekends.

My daily chores include washing clothes, folding them and

sweeping the floor. With all the schoolwork that I have to finish every day, [
barely have time to relax. So I hope my new robot can help me with that.

One of the best functions I hope my dream robot can serve is that it can

act a great assistant and an attentive caregiver. It will

answer all of my questions and even some of
my mum’s. It can help me with chores
like tidying my room. It can also cook me
up some delicious cuisine such as pizza,
spaghetti and toast. It should not be very
expensive so that I can afford it.

I need to get this robot for myself
because it 1s like having a helper

at home!

Letter to the Editor

Ng Sze Leong, Michael 6D

Dear Editor,

(Gone are the days when students had a memorable, refreshing school life. Nowadays, many students, especially those in Hong

Kong, find going to school extremely formidable and does little for their studies. Just ask any student and you might hear that they
prefer afterschool tutorials instead. The cut-throat academic competition in this city has also piled a tremendous amount of pressure on them. This
explains why there is a proliferating number of students who suffers from mental illness in recent years. Many now refuse to go to school in a bid
to put an end to their misery. It is with great unease that I am writing to express my views on this unsettling trend of school refusal.

To commence with, the worsening phenomenon of school refusal 1s mainly brought on by the enormous amount of pressure that students have
to bear. It is no secret that most schools in Hong Kong are highly exam-oriented. Instead of providing the opportumities for students to showcase
their talents and polish their skills, our schools focus on imparting exam skills and cramming knowledge into the brains of our future generation all
too reverently. It is no wonder that so many students develop signs of anxiety and depression. Those who make matters worse are none other than

the “monster parents”. Not only do they neglect their children’s needs, but they also exert an overbearing presence towards them. As a result,
students start to refuse school in avoiding stress.

The situation has grown to a point where I believe it warrants immediate intervention and concerted efforts from both our parents and our
schools. Greater emphasis should be placed on promoting holistic education where students would experience less stress but their thinking skills
could also be enhanced, making it highly beneficial to their whole-person development.

The mission of promoting holistic education should start with parents. They are the ones who know their children best; the role models that their
kids look up to and the confidants whom the youngsters share their happiness and sorrow with. Instead of scolding their children when they
underperform academically, parents should provide more support for them to pursue their own interests. They should bear in mind that one’s success
is not simply determined by one’s academic achievements. Parents should come to the realization that all their children are unique. What is thought ’
to be the best by others may not necessarily be true. Sometimes taking the road less traveled by might just yield a pleasant surprise.

Besides parents, schools also play a salient role in helping students get back on the right track. Schools should

offer students some stress-relief programmes, such as positive thinking workshops and even yoga classes. As i

academic pressure is the main culprit for students™ rejection towards going to school, schools should
therefore look to cut back on the number of assignments and examinations. It is hoped that the problem of
school refusal can be alleviated under this two-prong approach.

Students in Hong Kong are the future pillars of society. They are in the flower of their youth and have
every right to bloom. They deserve the multifarious opportunities that allow them to do so. Let us all join
hands and build a better learning environment for our students.

Yours faithfully,
Michael Ng
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Starting a new life in a different country can be challenging. But we are thrilled that three of our
students who now study in the UK and the US are doing very well. Here are their stories of how they have
found their feet in their new homes and the valuable lessons they have learnt from living abroad.

Cheng Fai Yum, Melody & & & 5D

| can't believe | have already been in New York City of the U.S. for 3 months. | would like to share my life here

with you all.

As new immigrants to the U.S., my family and | found ourselves with little support when we first arrived and
we needed to deal with so many complicated problems on our own. In the first month, we felt so vulnerable. It was
hard for us to adapt to this completely new environment. But fortunately, as times goes by, we are now more
adjusted to our new lives here.

The lessons | have learned here were so profound and they helped me grow a lot. | learned about the
importance of having patience. | used to be an anxious and worried person, but now | know everything takes time.
So now, | always remind myself to slow down and pause before | react. That is how | have come to be a more patient
person.

| am now studying at the South Colonie Central High School in New York City. My class really is a melting pot
of cultures because there are so many international students from different countries, such as Pakistan, India,
Mexico and China. Some were born in the U.S. and almost everyone is fluent in English. Even though | haven't been
here long, | have already learned a great deal about their native customs and languages. The ethnic diversity of our
class has definitely expanded my horizons. | am getting to know more and more about the world every day.

There were also some interesting activities like the School Spirit Week in my school. We would have distinct
themes for different days like Class Color Day and the Pep Rally. We also have the Homecoming Games and Dance
where students would elect the Prom King and Queen. All fun aside, when in class, I've noticed American students
are very independent and active because we are expected to participate proactively which can sound a bit
intimidating to Hong Kong students like myself. If you are passive and shy, it's hard for you to survive in the U.S.
because no one will help you if you don't ask for it. For me, I'm not a particularly outgoing person so this has gotten
me into quite a few jams like missing the bus. It dawned on me that | must now pluck up the courage and be more
outspoken.

In my experience, taking the first step out of the comfort zone is really difficult and painful, but why not
challenge ourselves? We may learn so much more than we think.



Leung Tsui Yan, Christy 22 22 B8l 4D

Time seemed to have slipped right past me without my noticing as | just realized that |
have been in the UK for over a month already. | now study at the Harrogate Ladies’ College, a
boarding school from a small town called Harrogate in North Yorkshire, UK. The campus is very
spacious and beautiful and the teachers here are all very nice,

The experience of sharing a dormitory with other girls is both joyful and encouraging. |
often study, play and share interesting stories with my roommates who come from different
countries and cultures. Having a communal life means we all have to work together to keep our

dormitory organized and look after one another. Although | struggled with living abroad
on my own when | first came here, | am glad | have made great friends who went out of
their way to help me adapt to my new life.

Academically, | am both surprised and pleased to know that there are fewer tests

and less schoolwork here than in Hong Kong. We are given plenty of time to prepare for
our classes and consolidate on what we have learned.

Every now and then, we do get to take a break from studying and take part in the
special activities organized by our school, such as the Six Form Formal Dinner, the Pizza
Night and the Mid-autumn Festival Night. | have also taken up tennis in my spare time and
tried my hand at other sports such as netball and rounder.

| must say my new life is quite different from that in Hong Kong. But so far, | am enjoying
my time here very much. | have made wonderful friends and have had more time to develop
my own interests and commit to them. | am excited to see where this new life will take me
next!

Time flies. | have been in America for two months
already. | am currently living in the suburbs of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania in the U.S.

During my brief stay here so far, | have noticed many
differences between Hong Kong and the U.S. For instance, |
need to speak in English all the time and | have to drive if |
want to go anywhere. Initially, | found it challenging to fit into

this new environment but now | feel much more at ease and
am enjoying my life here very much.

| have gained a lot of cultural exposure from
participating in various activities. | saw my very first baseball
and American football games in an enormous stadium. | was
so inspired by the players’ athleticism | decided to try playing
American football and tennis. Apart from sports, | have also
attended several AFS meetings to mingle with other
international exchange students. My time here certainly
would never have been so fruitful without the support from
my host family. | must thank them for always encouraging me

to embrace new experiences and of course, for taking such

good care of me.

At the moment, | am attending Mars Area High School. |

chose to study World and U.S. History, Economics, Math and
English. | must admit that studying in an all-English learning
environment was quite demanding for me but my host family
and teachers have helped me a lot with school and my English
is definitely getting better. | have noticed how Americans
always say "Awesome!” and it is precisely the word | would use
to describe my school life. My most exciting experience was
going to the Homecoming Dance. The school held a parade
for exchange students and the varsity teams. | count myself a
lucky fellow because | was one of the very few who got to
cruise the streets on a truck and give out candy to other
students. Later at night, everyone dressed up nicely to attend
the Dance. | became part of the Homecoming Court as an
honored guest. We all danced hysterically to the music and by
the end of the night, everyone even danced barefooted. That
night will forever live in my mind as a cherished memory.

On that note, | hope to continue to enjoy my life here in
the U.S. and that every LWS student will have a good school
year ahead.
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Teachers' Sharing

Start Something That Matters

What matters most to yvou? Is it earning a living, pursuing your
passions, or devoting yourself to the causes that mnspire you? The book
Start Something That Matters may just give you the answer. The name of
its author, Blake Myeoskie, might not ring a bell to you but you maght
recogmse that of his shoe company—TOMS. Or better vet, you find
yvourself as a proud owner of a pair these comfy loafers.

Do you know why his company 1is called TOMS? The story began
in 2006 when Mycoskie took his holiday in Argentina. There he met an
American woman and learned more about the volunteer organisation she
worked for, which provides shoes for children 1n need. During his visit to
the outskirts of Buenos Aires, the nation’s capital eity, he discovered that
many poor people went around barefoot. What he saw had inspired him
to help them by giving them shoes. After he returned to the US, he
founded a company ealled “Shoes for Better Tomorrows™, which 1s later
shortened to “TOMS™. Strictly spealing. the company is not a charity but
Mpycoskie made sure that it 1s run in the good prineiple of corporate

social responsibiality. For instance, it vows to donate new shoes to the less

Peaaé)z? e-hookd

Frankly, e-books have been available for
§ w many years. I can still remember the days

when I read an e-book on the screen of my
huge computer monitor. [ was first attracted to
them by the vast amount of books yvou ean find
onlme. You ean basically find all soris of
e-books on the Internet, such as fiction,
non-fiction, Chinese articles collections or
even English poetry compilations. Espeecially
in recent years, almost every print book also comes with an electronie
version. That’s why some readers have given up on buying hard copies
because they can carry so many more books around and save a ton of

physical space with just one device.

What about me? I was still a print book-lover a few years ago
because I thought nothing could be as soothing as the smell of old

- -

Hello everyone,

Miss Tam Wing Han, Alice (English Teacher)

fortunate on a regular basis. He also created the “One-For-One” business
model which means for every pair of TOMS sold, somewhere around the

world, a child from a poor family gets another pair from the company for
free. Since 2006, TOMS has donated more than 60 million pairs of shoes.

Not only does Mycoskie’'s book offer the inside scope to the
founding and rise of a multimillion-dollar corporation, it also shares with
business owners his insight of
running a company and how to
make a posiive impact on the

world.

Of course, starting a business
may not have the slightest appeal to
you, but just like the name of the
book, would wvou like to “start
something that matters™ in your life
right now? My adwvice 1s: don’t

delay, seize the day.

My Chui Chi Hin, Jed (English Teacher)

paperbacks and the flipping of pages. I used to pay a visit to the Book

Fair every year and [ always went home with around 10 books 1n my bag.
However, all has changed ever since I bought my first 1Pad.

I remember how my friend spoke so highly of a book that it had
piqued my interest in giving it a read. However, [ didn’t plan on going
out to the bookstore in search of it. There [ was, holding my i1Pad, I
suddenly realized that I could buy the book online. Therefore, I
immediately scoured the internet for that book. And not for long, it
appeared before me with a price even lower than the print version. This

experience somehow transformed my reading habit. Now, I have

developed a new custom of skimming through the readers’ reviews and
sample version of a book before deeiding on a purchase. When [ do read
a book, I can make notes and bookmark a certain part really easily. Now,
I rarely buy print books. but I do have quite an impressive “e-shelf” lined
with good reads.

Mr. Atcheson (English Teacher)

My name 1s Mr. Atcheson and I come from Australia. As you can see from the picture, I really like to go to the beaches there. This picture was
taken at Manly Beach in Sydney. I have been an English teacher at Lau Wing Sang before and, recently, I' ve been working in an office at the business
of a friend.

At that business, I noticed something mteresting. Sometimes my friend needed to employ new workers who lived in Hong Kong. The new
workers needed to be very good at science. Most of the people who wanted to get a job were very smart and had studied their favourite science subjects
at unmiversity. It was not easy for my friend to choose who should get a job.

Since his business 15 in Hong Kong, a new worker needed to speak Cantonese very well. All the people who tried for the job were Hong Kongers,

so of course they were all very fluent in Cantonese.

However, because the customers of the business were from many different countries around the world, it was
also necessary that the person who got the job should also be able to speak English very well. This 1s often the
situation with many businesses in Hong Kong. Finally, my friend decided to give the job to the person who had the

best English language skills, as well as the necessary science qualifications.

This made me realize that it 1s really important for Hong Kong students to develop their English skills. If you
know a lot about another one of your favourite subjects, such as Science or Maths or Geography, or any other subject,
then that 1s fantastic. However, if vou want to have the best chance to work in a job that 1s about your favourite
subject, then you will also need to be very good at English. So, I encourage you to take every opportunity to improve
and practice your English language skills during secondary school. Then you will have a good chance to get your

dream job!

Best regards,
Mr. Atcheson
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